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Ma’asei HaShlichim

[ACTS  OF  THE APOSTLES]

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Luke felt it was important to interject this information 
between when Saul and Barnabas left for Jerusalem in 11 and when they 
have completed their mission at the beginning of 13? What necessary context 
does this chapter give?

2. With how Herod Agrippa is described in this chapter, what can you discern 
about him and his character?

3. What must it have been like for the believing community to hear about the 
death of James—one of the four pillars of the Messianic community—and 
the imprisonment of Peter just before Passover celebrations had begun, 
when the city was flooded with visitors and excitement? Have you ever had 
to deal with grief while surrounded by the joy others express during the 
holidays?

Acts 12
"At that time..."

Discussion Questions:

1.	 Put yourself in the shoes of the “men from Judea” who charged that Gentiles had 
to be made Jewish (through circumcision). What was their reasoning? How have 
you, or others you know, used presumably well-intentioned reason to the 
detriment of others?

2.	 How does the Jerusalem Council provide a model for resolving disagreements 
or making rulings within a congregation? How is the model structured?

3.	 James’ use of Amos 9:11-12 as a proof text is quite fitting. What he does in his 
quoting, though, is a brief midrash on the passage—so brief you might miss it. 
His opening and closing words connect the passage to other prophecies 
regarding the Messianic era and Gentiles. Read through those and discuss.

a.	 “And after these things” - Hosea 3:5; Jeremiah 12:15-16

b.	 “Says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago” - Isaiah 
45:20-22

Acts 15
“Jerusalem Council”


